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In brief

Facts & Information

LIFE is the European Union’s funding instrument for environmental projects.

The project purchased 3.8 ha of land for redevelopment.

The reshaping of the mouth of the Ybbs is part of the Danube-Ybbs Confluence

The total size of the new mouth of the Ybbs is around 9 ha.

LIFE-Nature project.

80,000 m³ of earth was excavated.

The new mouth of the Ybbs was constructed by the Lower Austrian Federal

800 m of cycle path was relocated.

Hydro-Engineering Department. The Lower Austrian State Government Office

The Eggingerbach stream now outflows into the new zone.

(Hydro-Engineering Department) was also involved at every stage of the LIFE

Environmentally valuable tree populations were able to be preserved.

project.

The construction work lasted about one year.

Project partner VERBUND Austrian Hydro Power AG carried out the secondary

Water was first let into the new zone on 5 March 2007.

phase of building a fishway at the Melk generating station on the Danube.

The Ybbs Unterlauf Wasserverband (Ybbs Lower Reaches Water Board)

Besides the EU, the project organisers and the partner, the Lower Austrian

will look after the mouth of the Ybbs in future.

Landscape Fund (NÖ Landschaftsfonds), the Ministry of Life and the Lower Austrian State Fisheries Association (NÖ Landesfischereiverband ) helped finance
the project.

For more information:
- visit the project website - www.life-donau-ybbs.at
- see the DVD (short films about the LIFE project are available on DVD)
DVD available from: Lower Austria State Government Office,
Hydro-Engineering Dept.

The mouth of the Ybbs before LIFE

Construction

The property between the highway and the river, on the right bank of the

This began with the excavation work and relocating the cycle path. After the

redeveloped mouth of the Ybbs, had been used for agriculture. This private

rough positioning of channels with banks, which were steep in places, the Ybbs

property was purchased in the course of an agricultural reform process. The

itself could be redeveloped. After the first inflow of water and subsequent

municipality of Ybbs and the Republic of Austria provided other areas of land.

flooding, the new zone took shape and nature covered over the traces of

This made it possible to begin planning.

construction work. Populations of established trees alongside newly planted
willow trees give the impression of a landscape appearance that has always
existed.

The mouth of the Ybbs in 2005, before redevelopment

In the mean time numerous birds have come to inhabit the newly-created gravel
banks, islands and areas of steep banking.

These include protected species such as the sandpiper and the kingfisher.

The new mouth of the Ybbs
June 2009
Photograph: Markus Haslinger, extremfotos.com

Objective

Monitoring

The objective of these measures was to recreate a habitat similar to that in the

The new mouth of the Ybbs has been turned into a nursery ground for Danube

original mouth of the Ybbs. This revitalisation would lead to improved conditi-

fish such as the nase and barbel. Fish ecologists at the University of Natural

ons for many species of animals and plants. Rare and endangered species are

Resources and Applied Life Sciences have been carrying out scientific research,

also benefiting from it.

or “monitoring”.

Their research has shown that even rare and endangered species are using the
newly created habitat in the mouth of the Ybbs.
The LIFE-Nature project has brought about various improvements for the rivers
Ybbs and Danube. As such it has made a contribution to the implementation of
the EU Water Framework Directive and the EU Fauna, Flora and Habitat Directive, as well as the directive on the conservation of wild birds. LIFE funding has
been used for the conservation and development of habitats worthy of protection and for increasing the diversity of species within them.

zingel

streber

schraetzer

The varied fluvio habitat in the mouth of the Ybbs is also home to highly protected species of fish with unusual names like the zingel, streber, schraetzer,
asp and Danube roach.

The Ybbs
The Ybbs is one of the largest rivers in Lower Austria. Its confluence lies near

Fishway at the Melk power plant
on the Danube

the city of Ybbs an der Donau. The river and the Danube form part of the

VERBUND Austrian Hydro Power AG constructed a fishway at the Melk genera-

Natura 2000 “Lower Austrian Alpine Foothills Rivers” region, which also

ting station on the Danube. This phase was also part of the Danube-Ybbs

includes the Pielach, Melk and Erlauf rivers. The previously natural River Ybbs

Confluence LIFE project. A brochure on this can be obtained from VERBUND

has been reworked in four stages since 1891. Adaptation of the mouth of the

Austrian Hydro Power AG.

Ybbs took place in 1971. We know today that adapting rivers entails a number

The 2 km stream enables fish to swim around the 12 m-high generating station

of problems. From an ecological point of view, it led to a massive reduction in

and get from the Wachau to the Ybbs.

the available habitat for many species of animals.

aerial picture of the mouth of the Ybbs 1940
The work was also partly responsible for the decline in previously
abundant fish stocks. In 1940 the mouth still consisted of islands, gravel
banks and branches.

See brochure entitled “Fishway at the Melk power plant on the Danube”:
VERBUND Austrian Hydro Power AG
Am Hof 6a, 1010 Vienna

